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Religious Experience: East and West  

Instructor: NAGATOMO, Shigenori



Office: Anderson Hall 649

Year: Spring, '02
           
 



Office Phone: 204‑1749

Time: 
Thursdays, 1:00 – 3:30



 

Place: Anderson 606




Office Hours: 


Tuesdays: 1:00 – 2: 00


Thursdays: 3:00 – 3:30  (or by appointment)                         



           



Course Description

This course examines the nature, the variety, the depths, and the meanings of religious experiences with the view to advancing a third alternative position to the two prominent contemporary philosophical positions which W.T. Stace and Steven Katz offered on this topic. As a preparation for this task, the course will first review some of the major classical texts, both Western and Eastern (e.g., Plotinus, Psuedo-Dionysius, St. Teresa, St. John of the Cross, Meister Ekhart, Early Buddhism, Kundalini Yoga, and Shintoism), so that the student will become familiar with the scope and the depth to which this course addresses. With a full knowledge of these texts, the course will examine the positions advanced by Stace and Katz. Some of the overriding philosophical questions that guide this course are: does language (and hence, culture and tradition) inform experience or does experience (e.g., catalepsy, asphyxia, obe, nde, asc, ecstacy, union and oneness with God, the isolation of puru(a, sam(dhi, nirvana) inform language? (Both? or neither?) Is there a distinct personality type that colors a certain type of religious experience available to a practitioner? Is there a physiological constitution that tends toward a certain type of religious experience? Does a different type of self-cultivation methods (e.g., meditation, prayer, visualization) entail a different religious experience? As may be inferred from these questions, the methodological approaches which this course utilizes in understanding these texts will take into account the physiological, the psychological and the philosophical dimensions, while keeping in mind a most comprehensive philosophical scheme that covers the variety of religious experiences. 

This course is designed with the following five goals in mind: 1) to understand the nature and variety of religious experiences that have surfaced in both Western and Eastern traditions, 2) to understand the hierarchical process leading to religious experience, 3) to understand the psycho-physiological changes that occur in the course of religious self-cultivation, 4) to understand various philosophical articulations of religious experience, 5) to think through and to articulate an alternative position to those advanced by Katz and Stace.

Course Requirements
The student is required to complete 1) a term paper, 2) a class presentation and 3) a book review.  


· Term Paper: the student is required to write a substantial research paper (25-30 pages, double spaced, font size 12: Times New Roman or something comparable) on a topic reflecting his/her interest related to the course materials. If the length exceeds this limit, it will be an automatic reduction of the grade. A topic for the paper must be approved in consultation with the instructor. (The student may entertain several possible topics before consulting the instructor.) At the time of consultation, he/she is recommended to present to the instructor an outline of his/her possible topic.  Before turning in a final draft, the student is expected to submit a working draft for the purpose of improving the quality of his/her paper. Please refer to Paper Evaluation for the criteria that are examined in grading the paper.  

· Class Presentation: The student is given an opportunity to present to the class his/her ideas on a topic related to the course. The presentation consists of twenty minutes of delivery and twenty minutes of discussion. The presenter must hand out an outline to the class before the presentation.

· Book Review: Student will write a book review (1000 words) on a book of his/her choice that is related to the course.  Refer to Book Review sheet for guidance in preparing for the review.

Due Dates: 

· Book Review: March 21.

· 1st draft of your paper: April 18; final draft: May 2.

Grading Policy:

The final grade will be determined by averaging the points achieved for the term paper (70%), a class presentation (20%), and a book review (10%). The numerical scale is shown below. In addition, class attendance and participation in discussion are also considered toward the final grade.

  A+  97 ‑ 100
B+  89 ‑ 87

C+  79 ‑ 77

D+  69 - 67
F Below 59

  A    96 ‑  93
B   86 ‑ 83

C   76 ‑ 73

D   66 - 63

  A-   92 ‑  90
B-  82 ‑ 80

C-  72 ‑ 70

D-  62 - 60

Required Texts:
Carmen Blacker, The Catalpa Bow (London: George Allen & Unwin, 1986), pp.127-139.

Colm Luibheid, tr. “The Mystical Theology” in Pseudo-Doinysius, (New York: Paulist Press, 1987), pp.135-141.

C.G. Jung, “Psychological Commentary on Kundalini Yoga,” (Spring Publication, 1974), pp. 1-32.

Elmer O’Brien, S.J., ed. The Essential Plotinus (Indiana: Hackett Publishing Co. Ltd., 1964), pp.13-105.

Emile Zum Brunn, “Hildegard of Bingen” in Women Mystics in Medieval Europe (New York: Paragon House, 1989), pp.3-36.

F.C. Happold, Mysticism: A Study and An Anthology (Middlesex, England: Penguin Books, 1986), pp.14-122.

Kieran Kavanaugh, ed., John of the Cross, (New York: Paulist Press, 1987), pp. 1- 209.

Steven Katz, “Language, Epistemology, and Mysticism,” in Katz’s Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978), pp.22-74.

St. Teresa of Avila, The Interior Castle, (New Yok: Paulist Press, 1979).

Motoyama Hiroshi, “The Buddha’s Satori”(unpublished manuscript)

______________. The Awakening of the Cakras and Emanciaption (in press).

Nagatomo, “A Critique of Steven Katz’s Contextualism.” (unpublished paper)

W.T. Stace, Mysticism and Philosophy (London: Macmillan, 1960). (selection)
Samkhya K(rik(, in A Source Book of Indian Philosophy, pp. 424-452. 
Suggested Readings


Motoyama Hiroshi, “Approaching Concentration, Medidation and Sam(dhi from Various Angles,” in Toward the Superconsciousness: Meditational Theory and Practice (Calif. :Aisan Humanities Press), pp.35-108.

______________, “Superconscious and the Unconscious in Religious Experience” in 

Ch(kankaku-tekina mono to sono sekai: Sh(ky(keiken no sekai [The Supersensible and Its World: The World of Religious Experience] (Tokyo: Sh(ky( shinrisuppan, 1980), pp. 113-154.
Pa(tajali’s Yogasutra in A Source Book of Indian Philosophy, pp.453-485. (photocopy)
Richard Wilhelm, tr.. The Secret of the Golden Flower.
Roland Fischer, “A Cartography of Understanding Mysticism,” Science, vol. 174, Nov. 26, 1971, pp.897-904.

Tomio Hirai, Zen Meditation Therapy (Tokyo: Japan Publications, Inc., 1975)
Tentative Schedule
Jan 
24 
General Introduction

31 Happold, “The Study.”

Feb.
7 
Steven Katz, “Language, Epistemology and Mysticism,”and Nagatomo’s 




“A Critique of Steven Katz’s Contextualism.”

14 
W.T. Stace, a selection from Mysticism and Philosophy.

21 
Motoyama’s “The Buddha’s Satori.”

28 Plotinus/Pseudo-Dionysius

Mar.
7 
Eckhart

14
Spring Recess

21
St. Teresa’s The Interior Castle.

28 
Hildgard of Bingen, and Carmen Blacker’s Catalpa Bow.

April
4
Samkhya K(rik(, in A Source Book of Indian Philosophy, pp. 424-452.
11 
Jung’s “Pscyhological Commentary on Kundalini Yoga,” and Motoyama’s Awakening of the Cakras.

            18 
St. John of the Cross, pp. 1- 209.

25 Class Presentation


May
2
Class Presentation     
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