Kyoto School: Philosophy of Nothingness

Instructor: Shigenori Nagatomo




Fall ‘02

Time: Tuesday 1:00-3:30





Office: 626

Place: AB 606







Phone: x-1749 (O)

Office Hours: Tues & Thurs.: 11:40-1:00 





or by appointment

Course Description:


We will be reading in this course some of the major thinkers belonging to the Kyoto school, such as Nishida Kitar(, Nishtani Keiji, Miki Kiyoshi, and Abe Masao.  The thematic focus of the course falls on the understanding of the meaning of nothingness (both relative and absolute) from a philosophical as well as a depth-psychological view-point, while questioning the traditional formulation of ontology from an East-Asian perspective.  Several questions central to this course include: how does the world appear once it is de-ontologized through the embodiment of nothingness?  What, if any, is its epistemological structure?  What are the depth-psychological processes conducive to achieving the transformation reflective of the de-ontologized perspective on the world?  In responding to these questions, the course topically examines Nishida’s concepts of “pure experience,” “basho“ (topos), “absolutely nothing,” Nishitani’s concept of “((nyat(,“ Miki’s idea of humanism based on the understanding of nothingness, etc.  Since these philosophers were also trained in Western philosophy, we will assume a comparative method of investigation throughout the course.  By employing this comparative method, you are encouraged to envision a philosophical position that goes beyond the Kyoto school.

Course Requirements:

You are expected 1) to give a class presentation (20 minuets of delivery and 20 minuets of discussion) and 2) to write a substantial paper (20-25 pages, doubled spaced, Time New Roman font 12). 

· Before your presentation, please make sure to distribute an outline of your presentation to everyone in the class. 

· You may choose the same topic for your presentation and paper reflecting your own interest, but please consult me before you make a final decision. 

· Before you submit a final paper, please submit a draft first. You should plan to submit the first draft at least three weeks before the end of this semester.

· In addition to these major requirements, I will expect every to participate in class discussion.

Grading Policy:

Your final grade will be determined by how well you satisfy the above requirements.

Required Texts:

Masao Abe, Zen and Western Thought (University of Hawaii Press, 1985).

Nagatomo, Shigenori, Philosophical Investigation of Miki Kiyoshi’s Concept of Humanism  (Edwin & Mellon, 1993).

Nishida Kitar(, Inquiry into the Good (Yale University Press, 1990).

Nishitani Keiji, Religion and Nothingness (Univ. of California Press, 1982).

Yuasa Yasuo’s chapter on Nishidha in The Body: Toward an Eastern Mind-Body Theory (SUNY, 1987).

Suggested Readings:

Edmund Husserl, Ideas (New York: Collier Books, 1962).

_______, Experience and Judgment (Northwestern University Press, 1973).

_______, The Phenomenology of Internal Time Consciousness (Indiana: Indiana Univ. Press. 1973.)

Henri Bergson, Introduction to Metaphysics,
____________, Time and Free Will,
____________, Matter and Memory,

Hosaku Matsuo, The Logic of Unity (SUNY, 1987).

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenology of Perception (The Humanities Press, 1962).

Nishida Kitar(, Intelligibility and the Philosophy of Nothingness (East-West Center Press, 1953).

___________, Intuition and Reflection in Self-Consciousness (SUNY, 1987).

___________, Art and Morality  (University of Hawaii Press, 1973).

___________, Fundamental Problems of Philosophy (Tokyo: Sophia University, 1970).

Nishitani Keiji, Nishida Kitar(.

Taitetsu Unno, The Religious Philosophy of Nishitani Keiji (Asian Humanities Press, 1989).

Watsuji Tetsur(, Ethics, tr. Yamamoto and Carter (SUNY, 1996).

Tentative Schedule: 

 
Sept.
3
Introduction


10
Nishida’s Inquiry, vii- p. 50.

       
17
Nishida’s Inquiry, pp.51-102.

24
Nishida’s Inquiry, pp. 103-176.


Oct.
1
Yuasa on Nishida



8
Nishida’s Theory of Basho.

15
Nagatomo’s Miki Kiyoshi


22
Abe’s Zen, pp.83-134.

29
Abe’s Zen, to be announced.

Nov.
5
Nishitani’s Religion, pp.  -45.

12
Nishitani’s Religion, pp. 46-118.

19
Nishitani’s Religion, pp.119-167

26
Nishitani’s Religion, pp. 169-217.


Dec. 
2
Class Presentation



9
Class Presentation

