122-01: Introduction to Buddhism  

Instructor: NAGATOMO, Shigenori



Office: Anderson 626  

Year: Spring, '04               





Office Phone: 204‑1749

Time: T, Th. 1:10 ‑ 2:20 p.m. 

 


Office Hours:

Place: Burton 200          

 




Tues. 11:40-1:00






(or by appointment)



Course Description:

This course is an introduction to Buddhism and does not require any previous knowledge of Buddhism. It covers major Buddhist schools such as Early Buddhism, M(dhyamika, Yog(c(ra, Hua-yen, Tendai, Zen and Pure land. The orientation of the course is intellectual (or philosophical) rather than historical, sociological or anthropological. The main emphasis is placed on the understanding of basic philosophical positions advanced by the above mentioned schools. 

Course Requirements:

The student is required to take two examinations which test an acquisition of basic terminologies of Buddhism as well as an ability to organize ideas coherently and consistently.  In addition, the student is required to write one short paper (five pages, double-spaced). For the criteria used in evaluating the paper, see Paper Evaluation sheet.

· A set of study questions will be distributed one week prior to an exam date.

· A topic for the paper must be approved in advance by the instructor. 

Tentative Exam Dates & Due Date for paper:

Exams:





Paper:

1st 
Feb. 19




April 13



2nd
to be announced 





N.B.: the paper must be submitted in class.

*These dates are strictly observed unless the student has a good reason. (Don't kill your parent and/or relative for this reason!)

Grading Policy:

The final grade will be determined by averaging the points achieved for the two exams and one paper. (The numerical scale is shown below.) In addition, class attendance and participation in discussion are also considered toward the final grade.

  A+  97 ‑ 100

B+  89 ‑ 87

C+  79 ‑ 77

D+  69 - 67
F Below 59

  A   96 ‑  93

B   86 ‑ 83

C   76 ‑ 73

D   66 - 63

  A-  92 ‑  90

B-  82 ‑ 80

C-  72 ‑ 70

D-  62 - 60

Required Texts:

Paul Williams, Mah(y(na Buddhism (London: Routledge, 1989).

Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught (New York, Grove Press, Inc., 1959).

Third text to be announced in class.

Tentative Schedule:

Jan. 
20  Introduction.

22  What the Buddha Taught, pp. xv - 15. 


27          "             , pp. 16 - 28. 

29          "             , pp. 29 - 44.

Feb.
3          "             , pp. 45 - 66.        

5  Discussion & review

10           "            , pp. 67 - 75. 

12           "            , pp. 76 - 89.

17  Discussion & Review



19  1st Exam 

24 Mah(y(na Buddhism, pp. 37 - 54.  

 

26             "       , pp. 55 - 76.

Mar.
2             "       , pp. 77 - 95.

4             "       , pp. 96 - 115.

28 16  Discussion & Review

18  Mah(y(na Buddhism, pp. 116 - 138.


23             "       , pp. 141 - 166.

25             "       , pp. 167 - 184.

13 30             "       , pp. 251 - 276.

14 April
1   Discussion & Review

    

6   Video

8  To be announced

15 "         


15             "         

20  Discussion & Review



22  to be announced.



27
“



29
“


May
   4  Conclusion
N.B.: The following may be changed depending on how the class is learning an assigned material.

· Discussion and Review session.

· Videos may not be shown.

Disability disclosure:

Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215 204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
