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Foundations in Japanese Buddhism

Instructor: NAGATOMO, Shigenori


Office: Anderson Hall 649

Year: Fall ‘03

                 


Office Phone: 204‑1479

Time:
Tuesday 12:00-2:30



Office Hours: T., 2:45-3:45 

           Th.: 11:45- 1:00

Place:
AC621





or by appointment

Course Description:

This course is designed to prepare the student to an in-depth study of Japanese Buddhism, covering several major Buddhist thinkers such as K(kai, D(gen, Shinran, My(e, Takuan, and Nishida.  In order to understand how Japanese Buddhism accepted Indian and Chinese Mah(y(na Buddhism, the course will trace some of the prominent conceptual frameworks of Mah(y(na Buddhism which were developed in India and China. The methodological orientation of the course is philosophical.

N.B.:

· Students who have had no previous exposure to Buddhism are strongly encouraged to glance through Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught (New York, Grove Press, Inc., 1959).

· Those students interested in the historical development of Japanese Buddhism may read Alicia and Daigan Matsunaga, Foundation of Japanese Buddhism, vol. 1, (Los Angeles‑Tokyo: Buddhist Books International, 1976).

Course Requirements:

The student is required to take two take-home examinations and make one presentation in class.

· A set of questions for the two take-home exams will be given two weeks prior to the due date.  

· A topic for the class presentation must be approved in advanced by the instructor.  Each student is responsible for handing out an outline to the class before his/her presentation.

Required Texts:

Edward Conze, "The Heart Sutra" and “the Diamond Sutra” in the Buddhist Wisdom Books (New York: Harper & Row, 1958). 

Dgen, "Zazengi" in the Eastern Buddhist, vol. VI, No. 2, pp.115‑28, "Genj(k(an" in Eastern Buddhist, vol. v, no. 2, pp.129‑40. [Masao Abe’s The Heart of D(gen]

Heinrich Dumoulin,S.J., "The Zen Mysticism of Hakuin" in A History of Zen Buddhism (Boston: Beacon Press,1959), pp.243-268.

Hisao Inagaki, K(kai's Principle of Attaining Buddhahood with the Present Body (Kyoto: Ry(koku University, 1975).  

“Hs(an‑Tsang of Consciousness‑Only School” in Wing‑Tsit Chan's A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1963), pp. 370‑395.

Kakuan, "The Ten Ox‑herding Pictures." 

Kawai Hayao, The Buddhist Priest: My(e.

Nagatomo, Shigenori, “The Logic of the Diamond Sutra: A is not A, Therefore A” in the Journal of Asian Philosophy, vol. 10. No. 3, 2000, pp. 213-244.
Nishida Kitar(, Last Writings: Nothingness and the Religious World Views, tr, David A. Dilworth (Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 1987).

Taitetsu Unno tr., Tannish((Honolulu, Hawaii: Buddhist Center Press, 1984).

Takuan Fud(chi shinmy(roku.

"The One‑and‑All Philosophy: Fa‑Tsang of the Hua‑Yen School" in Wing‑Tsit Chan's A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1963), pp. 406‑424.

Tentative Schedule:


9/2
Introduction


9/9
Kakuan’s “The Ten Ox-Herding Pictures.”


9/16
The Consciousness-Only School.


9/23
The Heart Sutra

9/30
The Diamond Sutra


10/6
“The One‑and‑All Philosophy: Fa‑Tsang of the Hua‑Yen School.”


10/13
K(kai, The Principle of Attaining Buddhahood in this Body.

10/20
D(gen, “Zazengi.”


10/27
Shinran, Tannish(

11/4
Kawai’s, The Buddhist Priest: My(e.


11/11
Takuan, Fudchi shinmyroku.


11/18 
Nishida’s Last Writing.


11/25
Class Presentation


12/1     Class Presentation


12/8     Class Presentation

Suggested Readings:

Alfred Bloom, Shinran's Gospel of Pure Grace (Tucson, Arizona: The University of Arizona 
Press, 1977).

Alicia and Daigan Matsunaga, Foundation of Japanese Buddhism, vol. 1, (Los Angeles‑Tokyo: Buddhist Books International, 1976).

David E. Shaner, The Bodymind Experience in Japanese Buddhism (Albany, New York: State University of New York Press, 1985).  

Gadjin M. Nagao, The Foundational Standpoint of Mdhyamika Philosophy (New York:SUNY,1989).

____________, M(dyamika and Yog(c(ra (Albany, New York: SUNY, 1991).

Hee‑Jin Kim, D(gen Kigen: The Mystical Realist (Tucson, Arizona: The University of Arizona Press, 1975).

J. Marvin Spiegelman and Mokusen Miyuki, Buddhism and Jungian Psychology (Phoenix, 
Arizona: Falcon Press, 1987)

Junjir( Takakusu, The Essentials of Buddhist Philosophy (Hon, Hi. Office Appliance 
Co., 1956)

Roger J. Corless, The Vision of Buddhism (New York, Paragon, 1989). 

Takeuchi Yoshinori, The Heart of Buddhism (New York: Crossroad, 1983).

T.P. Kasulis, Zen Action/Zen Person (Honolulu, Hawaii: The University of Hawaii Press, 1981).

Yoshito S. Hakeda, K(kai: Major Works (New York: Columbia University Press, 1972).

Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught (New York, Grove Press, Inc., 1959).

William R. LaFleur, D(gen Studies (Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 1985).

