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Comparative Mysticism  

Instructor: Nagatomo, Shigenori


Office: Anderson Hall  6th Floor

Year: Fall '99

           
 


Office Phone: 204‑1749

Time: 
T,Th.  11:40-1:00



Office Hours: 1:00-2:00


Place: 







T & Th.  (or by appointment)

Course Description:

This is a course on comparative mysticism that is designed to familiarize the student first with major “mystical” writers and traditions of both East and East (e.g., Christian, Hindu, Buddhist, and Daoist), secondly to introduce the student to a Daoist text to gain an in-depth understanding of “mysticism,” and thirdly to examine some philosophical questions that are current in the scholarship on mysticism.  As can be seen, the course will study the variety of conceptual expressions of the “mystical.”  The methodological orientation of the course will assume a philosophical, depth-psychological and self-cultivational attitude.  Throughout the semester, the student may wish to keep in mind the following questions: does language inform experience or does experience inform the use of language?  Is theory more important than practice or is practice more important than theory?

Course Requirements:

The student is required to complete 1) two exams (50%), 2) a term paper (30%), 3) attendance (10 %), and 4) class participation (10%).  

1) Term Paper: the student is required to write a  research paper (5-7 pages, double spaced, Font size 13: Times New Roman or something comparable) on a  topic reflecting his/her interest in the course materials. A topic for the paper must be approved in consultation with the instructor. (The student may entertain several possible topics before consulting the instructor.) At the time of consultation, he/she is recommended to present to the instructor an outline of his/her possible topic.  Please refers to Paper Evaluation for the criteria that are examined in grading the paper.  

Grading Policy:

The final grade will be determined by averaging the points achieved for the term paper (70%), a class presentation (20%), and a book review (10%). The numerical scale is shown below. In addition, class attendance and participation in discussion are also considered toward the final grade.

  A+  97 ‑ 100
B+  89 ‑ 87

C+  79 ‑ 77

D+  69 - 67
F Below 59

  A   96 ‑  93
B   86 ‑ 83

C   76 ‑ 73

D   66 - 63

  A-  92 ‑  90
B-  82 ‑ 80

C-  72 ‑ 70

D-  62 - 60

Exam and Due Dates: 

Exams: 1st Exam:
; 2nd Exam: Dec.  9

Paper: Nov.  23

Required Texts:

F.C. Happold, Mysticism: A Study and an Anthology (1970).

Richard Wilhelm, tr.  The Secret of the Golden Flower (New York : A Harvest Book, 1962).

Steven Katz, “Language, Epistemology, and Mysticism,” in Katz, Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis (New York: Oxford University Press, 1978)

W.T. Stace, Mysticism and Philosophy (London: Macmillan, 1960).

Suggested Readings:

C.G. Jung, “Commentary on Kundalini Yoga,”
Edward A. Armstrong, Saint Francis: Nature Mystics (California: U op California, 1973).

Frits Staal, Exploring Mysticism (Ca.: U of California, 1975).

Kieran Kavanaugh, ed.  John of the Cross (New York: Paulist Press, 1987).

___________.  tr., Teresa of Avila: The Interior Castle (New York: Paulist Press, 1979).

Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane, tr. Willard R. Trask (New York: Hartcout Brace Jovanovich, 1959). 

Motoyama Hiroshi, “The Buddha’s Satori” 
_______________, Toward the Superconsciousness: Meditational Theory and Practice (Calif. :Asian Humanities Press).

Robert K.C. Forman, ed. The Problem of Pure Consciousness (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990).

Rudolf Otto, Mysticism East and West, tr. Bertha Bracey and Richenda Payne (New York: Macmillan, 1960).

William James, The Variety of Religious Experience
Tentative Schedule:

Aug.    31
Introduction

Sept.       2
Hap., pp. 15-45.

   7
Hap., pp. 45-77.

   9
Hap., pp. 77-100.


 14
Hap., pp. 100-122.

 16
Hap., pp. 122-148.

 21
Review & discussion

 23
Hap., pp. 148-174.

 28
Hap., pp. 175-194.

 30
Hap., pp. 203-234.

Oct.
    5
Hap., pp.  267-298.

    7
Hap., pp.333-366

  12
Review & Discussion

  14
Video

  19
1st Exam

  21
The Secret, pp.81-108

  26
The Secret, pp.109-136

  28
The Secret, pp. 3-18

Nov.
     2
The Secret, pp

     4
The Secret, pp

     9
The Secret, pp

   11
The Secret, pp

   16
Stace

   18
Stace

   23
Katz, (Paper Due)

   30 
Katz

Dec.         2
Review  & Discussion

    7
Video

    9
2nd Exam

