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C50: Intro to Asian Religions
Fall 2005







Office: Anderson 626

Instructor: Shigenori Nagatomo




Office Phone: x-1749

Time: 1:10-2:30 (T, Th)





Office Hours:

Place: TL 101








T, Th
12:00-1:00

or by appointment     


Course Description:








This course is an introduction to major Asian Religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism and Shintoism. It does not require any previous knowledge of these religions. The orientation of the course is intellectual (or philosophical) rather than sociological, anthropological or historical.   

Course Requirements:

You are required to take two exams which test the acquisition of basic terminologies used in the above mentioned religions. You are also required to write a short term paper (1200 words). You will choose a paper topic of your own interest but it must be approved in advance by the instructor. (See Paper Evaluation Sheet for the criteria to be used in grading your paper.)

Regular class attendance is important in learning new terminologies, and participation in class discussion will facilitate the student to learn various ways of organizing ideas covered in class and through reading. 

If you encounter a problem, don't hesitate to discuss it with the instructor or the TAs as soon as possible. Don't wait too long! Our team wants all of you to be successful.

Course Policies: 

· Attendance will be taken at all classes.

· A late arrival or early departure will be marked as equivalent to 1/3 of missing a class.

· If you miss four classes you will face a 10% reduction of your total, accumulated points.

· Late paper will automatically mean a 10% reduction of its original value.

· Make-up exam will not be given unless the student can bring a medical proof or a written proof verifying family emergency.

· Bring the textbook to class.

· You are expected to attend all classes fully prepared: complete the reading assignment for each class with written notes, and be ready to raise specific questions and discuss points about the assigned reading.

· For other help: 1) with writing, make use of the Writing Center, 2) with personal confidence, go to Counseling Center (Sullivan Hall), 3) with complaints (fairness, grading, etc), see the  TA or the instructor. 

· No incompletes are likely to be given for this course. So, try to finish the course by the end of the semester.

Grading Policy:

The final grade will be determined by averaging the points achieved for the two exams  one paper, and attendance. (The numerical scale is shown below.) Besides these requirements, class discussion will count 20% of the final grade.

  A   100 – 95

B+ 89 ‑ 87

C+  79 ‑ 77

D+
69 – 67 F below 59 

  A-   94 ‑  90

B    86 ‑ 83

C     76 ‑ 73

D
66 - 63

  


B-   82 ‑ 80

C-    72 ‑ 70

D-
62 - 60

Dates for Exams & Paper:

1st Exam: 9/29/05
2nd Exam: TBA

3rd Exam:TBA
Paper Due:  (to be submitted in class) 

N.B.: These dates are strictly observed unless the student has a good reason. Don't kill your parents, siblings or relatives for this purpose!

Required Text:

Theodore M. Ludwig, The Sacred Paths of the East, (NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000).

Tentative Schedule:

Hinduism
Aug.    30
Introduction

Sept. 
1
Chap. 3  

     

6
Chap. 3  

  

8
Chap. 4  


13
Chap. 4  

15 
Chap. 5  

20
Chap. 5  

22      
Review

27
Video

29
1st Exam

Buddhism
Oct.
4      Chap. 6

6      Chap. 6


11
Chap. 7

13
Chap. 7 




18
Chap. 8



20
Chap. 8



25  
Chap. 9

27 Chap. 9

Nov.
1
Chap. 9

3 Chap. 11

8
Chap. 11

Daoism & Confucianism
10
Chap.12


15
Chap.12

Shintoism

17      
Chap.13

22
Chap.13

29
Video


Dec.
1
Review



6
Conclusion

Disability disclosure:

Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215 204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

