
 
Terminology for Section 1.1 and Lectures on Section 1.1 
 

 
Also discussed: 

• Mean or average of a set of numbers.  
• Absolute value |x|. 
• Rules for exponents. 

 
A particular type of example involving means that is often misinterpreted involves “How to compute the mean 
of a set of mean values.” Do not add the set of means and divide by the number of means in the set. 
(WARNING: This idea appears in a number of situations.) Here is an example. 
 
A company has a two groups of weekend workers. The first group has 5 workers whose mean salary is 
$15,000 per year, while second group has 7 workers whose mean salary is $22,000 per year. Determine the 
mean (average) salary of 12 workers. 
 

Wrong way: compute the mean of the two means; that is,  
15,000 22,000 37,000 18,500

2 2
+

= ≈  

Correct way: Find the total of all salaries and divide by 12; that is 
5(15,000) 7(22,000) 229,000 19,083.33
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