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Great Teacher
awardees (left to
right) David R. Hill,
Carolyn L. Karcher,
and Nancy J.
Knauer

Awards Convocation Honors
Faculty Excellence 

“Temple University’s greatest asset is its faculty,”
said University President David Adamany at a
faculty awards convocation on April 8. Hon-

ored at the Mitten Hall ceremony were some of Temple’s 
most accomplished teachers: three recipients of a Great Teacher
Award, three recipients of a Lindback Award, and three recip-
ients of a Research and Creative Achievement Award. 

This was a unique ceremony. Although all three categories of
awards have been given out in years previous, this was the first
time they were awarded jointly. Together they are a representa-
tion of the disciplines that make up a university curriculum and
the many excellent Temple teachers.

For the 14th consecutive year, Temple recognized a few of
the stars in its faculty galaxy with Great Teacher Awards that
include a $15,000 prize, believed to be the largest given by a
university for excellence in teaching. Evaluations by students,
past and present, along with peer reviews are a crucial part of
the nomination process. 

The Great Teachers for 2002 are: David R. Hill, a math  pro-
fessor in the College of Science and Technology; Carolyn L.
Karcher, an English and American studies and women’s stud-
ies professor in the College of Liberal Arts; and Nancy J.
Knauer, a law professor in the Beasley School of Law.

David Hill had a background as a computer analyst before
earning his Ph.D. in math and joining the faculty in 1973. Since
then he has developed a national and international reputation
for integrating technology into teaching, particularly linear al-
gebra and numerical analysis. He helped to establish the first
computer labs for the math department which blossomed into

the computer labs for the College of Lib-
eral Arts. But, he says, using tech-

nology is no substitute for the hard
work that goes on in the classroom.
Said one student: “Although Dr.
Hill did require us to put a lot of 

effort into our learning, it was obvious that he put much more
effort into his teaching.”

Carolyn Karcher is the first Great Teacher awardee to si-
multaneously receive a Lindback Award. She came to Temple
21 years ago as an English professor and evolved into a teacher
of American cultural history. She integrated the work of mi-
nority authors into her classroom, bringing up issues of race
and gender long before they became part of Temple’s core
curriculum. Said one of her students: “I recall her uncanny abil-
ity to make the classroom a safe place for all to speak.”

Since 1991, Nancy Knauer has been teaching courses in tax-
ation and property. She created, along with colleague Eleanor
Myers, a program that incorporates three legal subjects in sim-
ulated practice setting. She has twice won an award for Out-
standing Law Professor of the Year. Said one of her students:
“Professor Knauer is a teacher with a tremendous gift for com-
municating, a genuine concern for helping students learn, an
ability to express compassion in what is often a tough world,
and, most importantly, a sense of humor that keeps you laugh-
ing, making it easier to learn and making you look forward to
each and every class.”

In addition to the cash award, Hill, Karcher, and Knauer re-
ceived a commemorative sculpture and will have their names
engraved on the wall of Founder’s Garden on Main Campus.

Lindback Foundation awardees along with Karcher were
Bruce I. Goldman, a professor of pathology and laboratory
medicine at Temple School of Medicine, and Therese A. Dolan,
a professor and chair of art history at the Tyler School of Art.

Other honorees were John Allen Paulos, math professor in
Temple’s College of Science and Technology, public speaker,
journalist and best-selling author of Innumeracy, who won the
Faculty Award for Creative Achievement. Recipient of the Paul
Eberman Faculty Research Award was Shohreh Amini, a bi-
ology professor in the College of Science and Technology
whose research focuses on “understanding the mechanisms 
by which human viruses induce diseases in the central 
nervous system.” And the recipient of the University 
Research Award was
Steven Houser, pro-
fessor of physiology
at the School of
Medicine whose
research has
contributed to
t h e  u n d e r -
standing of
cardiac disease.
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Russell Conwell, Alumni, and
Special Temple People are
Honored at Founder’s Dinner

“This is a Lovely Way to Spend an Evening” was the
title of the opening number sung by Joy Valder-
rama Abbott at this year’s Founder’s Dinner, and

the black-tie crowd could not help but agree. More than 600
alumni and friends gathered at the Radisson Twelve Caesars
Hotel on April 13 to share a festive dinner and entertainment,
to celebrate the birthday of Temple’s founder Russell Conwell,
to honor alumni who have won distinction in their fields, to ac-
knowledge those who have given exceptional service to Temple,
and to mark the golden anniversary of the class of 1952. 

Following the awards program and dinner, 50-year class
member Joy Abbott, BS Ed ’52,  who is a professional singer
and the widow of the playwright and director George Abbott,
entertained the group with Broadway
melodies, many from her late hus-
band’s productions. Mayor John
Street, also an alumnus, spoke briefly
to the crowd about Temple’s contin-
uing mission. 

Aside from the celebrities, the focus
of the evening was the recognition of
the winners of the special service
awards and certificates of honor. The
awards were presented to those who
personify Russell Conwell’s ideals by
their leadership in various fields.

Certificate of Honor awardees were:
College of Allied Health Professions:
Marie E. DiMatties, MS AH ’85; Am-
bler College: Stephanie Cohen, BA
CLA ’59, As Sci ALAH ’80; Tyler
School of Art: Dr. Elsa Honig Fine,
M Ed ’67; Fox School of Business
and Management: Wendy L. Yarno,
MBA ’89; School of Communica-

tions and Theater: Larry Mc-
Conkey, SCAT ’74; School of
Dentistry: Dr. Angelo A. Cairo,
BA CAS ’59, DDS ’64; College of
Education: Dr. Deidre R. Farm-
bry, BS Ed ’74, M Ed ’81; College
of Engineering: Robert E. Blue,
As Sci COE ’70, BS COE ’72;
Beasley School of Law: Deborah
R. Willig, JD ’75; College of Lib-
eral Arts: Alan Thomas Yuhas,
BA CLA ’74, JD ’80; School of
Medicine: Dr. Alan Hersh
DeCherney, MD ’67; Boyer Col-
lege of Music and Department of Dance: Lambert T. Orkis,
M Mus ’68; School of Pharmacy: Michael P. Cinque, BS Ph
’92; School of Podiatric Medicine: Dr. Angelo S. Monaco,

DPM ’52; School of Social Adminis-
tration: Sandra Turner Becks, BS Ed
’68, MSW SSA ’78; School of Tourism
and Hospitality Management: Sidney
Schechter, M Ed ’78.

Stauffer Award for Distinguished
Faculty Service went to:  Dr. Leroy W.
Dubeck.           

F. Eugene Dixon, Jr. Inspiration
Award went to: William Appel, BS Ed
’64, and Maralynn Appel, BS Ed ’63.

Russell H. Conwell Award winner
was: Dr. Leon S. Malmud.

And the Alumni Distinguished Ser-
vice Award went to: Mary E. Connell,
M Ed ’77.

Those who have
rendered excep-
tional service to
Temple were
honored by the
GAA at the Conwell
Dinner. They were
(l to r) Bill and
Lynn Appel: F.
Eugene Dixon, Jr.
Inspiration Award;
Dr. Leon S.
Malmud: Russell H.
Conwell Award;
Leroy W. Dubeck:
Stauffer Award;
and Mary E.
Connell: Alumni
Distinguished
Service Award.

University President David Adamany
was among the Conwell Dinner’s
600-plus guests who were enjoying
the festivities.
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Women’s
Basketball
is on the
Rise

Like a phoenix
rising from
the ashes, the

Temple women’s bas-
ketball team has rap-
idly improved under
the leadership of
coach Dawn Staley,

who helped the Owls win their first-ever Atlantic 10 title.

Less than two years ago, the Owls were posting losing sea-
sons and making quick exits from the Atlantic 10 tourna-
ment. This year the Owls upended cross-town rival Saint
Joseph’s to win the A-10 title and secure an automatic bid
to the NCAA women’s basketball tournament.

Sadly, the Owls — making only their second appearance
at the NCAA tournament — were knocked out of the title
chase by Iowa State in the first round.

Forward Athena Christoforakis and guard Natalia Isaac,
who both participated in the 2002 WNBA Pre-Draft Camp,
led the team.

More important, the Owls will return more than half
its team members as they enter the new season as prohibi-
tive favorites to win the A-10 title again. –Fred Maher
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